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respect ofour provisional proposals which were published on 18 September 1997. 

Notice is also being given in newspapers circulating in the Council area of the fact 
that the report has been made so that interested persons may inspect the report and 
maps at the Council's Offices. 

The Honourable Lord Osborne 
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for Local. Government Boundary Commission for Scotland 
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Secretary 
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Third Statutory Review of Electoral Arrangements 
Inverclyde Council Area 

Introduction 

1. 	 The Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 determined that on and after 1 
April 1996, Scotland should be divided into local government areas as named and 
described in Schedule 1 to the Act and that, for each area, there should be a 
council consisting of a convener and councillors. It further determined that each 
council should have all the functions exercised immediately before 1 April in 
relation to their area by any existing regional, islands or district council. 

2. 	 On 1 April 1996 all local government areas existing immediately before that date 
which were regions and districts and all regional and district councils ceased to 
exist. 

3. 	 Schedule 2 of the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 also established that 
every local government area (other than areas of the old islands councils) should 
be divided into such electoral wards as may be specified in a direction made by the 
Secretary of State after carrying out such consultations as he considered 
appropriate. Those wards were to apply for the purpose of any election of 
councillors held before 'the relevant year of election' (defined as meaning the first 
year of ordinary election of councillors for the area in question occurring after the 
making of an order constituting the new electoral wards of that local government 
area in consequence of the review currently being undertaken by the 
Commission). In accordance with procedures that applied prior to the 
reorganisation in 1975, the views of councils were invited. Thereafter, the 
Secretary of State determined that, for the purpose of any election of councillors 
before the relevant year of election, 20 electoral .wards were appropriate for 
Inverclyde local government area Additionally, the proposed wards should be as 
described in the report of the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Scotland to the Secretary of State for Scotland on its second statutory review of 
electoral arrangements for Inverclyde District dated 10 August 1994. 

Origin and Commencement of the Review 

4. 	 The Commission has a statutory duty under section 14 of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973 to undertake periodic reviews of local authority electoral 
arrangements. The Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 amended section 
20 and schedule 5 ofthe 1973 Act, directing that: 

as soon as practicable after 1 April 1996, the Boundary 
Commission shall-
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review the electoral arrangements for all local government 
areas for the purpose of considering the future electoral 
arrangements for those areas; and 

formulate proposals for those arrangements. 

5. 	 This, therefore, is one of the statutory reviews required in terms of section 16(2) 
and Schedule 5 ofthe Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended. 

6. 	 On 22 March 1996, the Scottish Office Development Department gave local 
authorities advance notice of the intention of the Commission to carry out a third 
statutory review of electoral arrangements. On 29 March 1996, we wrote to all 
councils to announce the commencement of the third statutory review of electoral 
arrangements and to explain the procedures to be followed. We also gave notice 
of the commencement of the review to all Community Councils, Electoral 
Registration Officers, Members of Parliament with a constituency interest and the 
Scottish headquarters of the political parties. In addition, public notice of the 
commencement of the review, which included an invitation to interested parties to 
apply to us for a copy of our consultation letter to councils, was given in 
newspapers. 

Background 

7. 	 During the passage through Parliament of the 1994 Act, there was cross-Party 
understanding that we would review the number of councillors and boundaries of 
electoral wards for each council in time for changes to be implemented for the 
1999 local elections. This was seen to be important because at the time of 
reorganisation, as mentioned above, the Secretary of State defined the electoral 
wards for the new councils and to a great extent based these on existing district 
wards. It was, however, recognised that using the existing district wards led to 
some councils being significantly over-represented in relation to other areas. 
Further, it also led to councillors within the same local authority areas 
representing wards with significantly different numbers of electors. Accordingly, 
our review was seen as important to ensure equity in representation across and 
within all local authorities. Further, the new authorities were now responsible for 
the provision of the full range of all services and, accordingly, consideration had 
to be given to determining an appropriate number of councillors for service 
provision to be effectively managed. 

8. 	 This review is, therefore, the first conducted by us which sets out to determine the 
appropriate number of councillors required for councils to operate efficiently and 
to establish the boundaries of electoral wards. To achieve both objectives our 
review was conducted in 2 main stages: 

identification of a suitable methodology for determining 
numbers of councillors which, applied across all local authority 
areas, would be seen to be equitable and consistent; and 
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the division of each local authority area into the appropriate 
number of electoral wards in accordance with the statutory 
rules. 

9. 	 A copy of the statutory rules to be employed by us and the Secretary of State in 
considering proposals for electoral arrangements is provided at Appendix A 

Number of Councillors 

10. In fonnulating proposals for the number of councillors we have been guided by 
two main principles: 

effective management of councils; and 

equity amongst electors. 

11. We recognised that the number of councillors is crucial because there is, 
undoubtedly, some number below which it would be impossible for a council to 
discharge its duty to deliver services to its population and, conversely, there is also 
some number above which a council becomes unwieldy and cumbersome. We 
were influenced in this respect by the prior considerations of two other bodies. 

12. The Royal Commission on Local Government In Scotland 1966-69, under the 
Chairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Lord Wheatley. provided a basis by which the 
number of regional councillors and the size of constituency to be represented 
might be determined by taking into account the fact that population density varies 
widely in Scotland as a whole and within regions. The then accepted view was 
that council size should not generally exceed 75 members. In England and Wales 
the Redcliffe-Maude Commission. which reported to Parliament in 1969, also 
drew attention to the management problems of large councils and endorsed the 
recommendation ofThe Committee on the Management ofLocal Government that 
a maximum number of75 councillors should be set. 

13. After careful consideration we concluded that, in the Scottish context and to 
provide additional flexibility, an upper limit of 80 councillors should be set. We 
also concluded that a minimum number of councillors should be set, recognising 
that even the smallest local government areas are now responsible for a wide range 
of functions. Accordingly. we decided that the minimum number of councillors 
should be 18. Further, these limits should apply to all councils. 

14. Regarding equity as between voters, we considered that ideally each elector's vote 
should possess the same weight and significance in local government elections 
throughout the country; furthermore, ideally, there should be similar mutual 
accessibility between electors and councillors. However, since Scotland is a 
country of great diversity, both geographically, and demographically, a fact 
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reflected in the areas for which councils created by the Act of 1994 are 
responsible, and since we are satisfied that, in the interests of good local 
government, the number of councillors in any council must fall within certain 
limits, we concluded that these ideals are unattainable in practice. In this 
situation, recognising that a fair degree of homogeneity exists within certain 
groups of councils, which exhibit broadly similar geographic and demographic 
characteristics, we resolved to strive for equity in the senses mentioned within 
these groups, so far as that is possible within the constraints of the legislation 
under which we operate. 

15. We, therefore, proposed a methodology which initially categorised council areas 
by density and distribution of population using data available from the 1991 
Census of Population. Having classified council areas according to these criteria 
and adjusted the ratio of electors to each councillor to take account of similar 
characteristics, we have been able to achieve a broad equity of electorate across 
and within all council areas. 

16. In our letter of 29 March 1996, all councils were infonned of the proposed 
methodology and future pattern of representation for their council area. Councils 
were requested to make any representations they wished on numbers of 
councillors by 29 April 1996 so that a meeting could be arranged with the Deputy 
Chainnan and Secretary to discuss the pattern of representation and any matters 
regarding our review that the Council wished to raise. Following visits to all 
councils by the Deputy Chairman and Secretary to discuss the proposed 
methodology and to consider alternatives which could be applied across Scotland, 
no alternative methodologies were offered but a number of councils suggested that 
the underlying classification should be amended to include an additional category. 

17. At our meeting of 17 June 1996, we re-examined the criteria to be used to 
categorise mainland councils with similar characteristics in light of the 
representations made by a number of councils. We concluded that there should be 
6 rather than 5 categories. The final categorisation of similar mainland councils 
was then agreed as follows: 

• 	 Category 1 Large Cities Glasgow and Edinburgh. 

• 	 Category 2 Cities Aberdeen and Dundee. 

• 	 Category 3 Authorities with less than 60% of the population 
living outwith settlements of 10,000 or more persons AND an 
overall population density ofone person or more per hectare. 

• 	 Category 4 Authorities with EITHER 60% or more of the 
population living outwith settlements of 10,000 or more 
persons OR an overall population density of less than one 
person per hectare. 
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• 	 Category 5 Authorities with 60% or more of the population 
living outwith settlements of 10,000 or more persons AND an 
overall population density of less than one person per hectare. 

• 	 Category 6 Authorities with 60% or more of the population 
living outwith settlements of 10,000 or more persons AND an 
overall population density of less than 0.2 persons per hectare. 

18. In addition to the 6 categories we then determined the ratio of councillors to 
electorate for mainland councils that would allow for efficient management and 
appropriate representation, as set out in paragraphs 11 - 14 above, and considered 
that the following would be appropriate: 

• Category 1 1:6,000 
• Category 2 1:4,000 
• Category 3 1:3,500 

• Category 4 1:3,000 

• Category 5 1:2,500 

• Category 6 1:2,000 

19. On 20 June 1996 we wrote to all mainland councils informing them of the revised 
criteria for determining councillor numbers and inviting them to prepare a draft 
scheme of electoral arrangements for their Council area. Following upon that, 
Aberdeen City Council brought a petition for Judicial Review of the decision 
taken by us at our meeting of 17 June, 1996 in the Court of Session. In it they 
sought a decree of declarator that that decision in relation to them was unlawful, 
ultra vires and null and void; they also sought a decree of reduction of the decision 
in relation to them and certain ancillary remedies. We resisted this petition, which 
was dismissed by the Court on 20 December 1996 after a hearing. 

20. We considered the ratio of councillors to electors for the 3 islands councils at our 
meeting of 26 August 1996 and concluded that the appropriate ratio would be 
1 :750. On 28 August 1996 we wrote to these councils infomring them of our 
decision. 

21. On 8 August 1996, Inverclyde Council noted the level of representation for their 
area and confirmed that they would submit a draft scheme of electoral 
arrangements for 20 wards by mid October 1996. 

Inverclyde Council's Proposals 

22. The Council submitted a scheme of electoral arrangements for 20 wards on. 21 
February 1997. The Council offered its scheme for public consultation. on 14 
March and interested parties were invited to make representations directly to us by 
11 April. 
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23. Our initial concerns with the Council's proposals focused on the forecast of 
electorate at 2001 and, more particularly, the significant changes in electorate 
forecast for a number of wards between 1996 and 2001. The electorate of the 
Council area at 1996 was 68,701. The Council's overall forecast of electorate at 
2001 was 72,203 an increase of 3,502 (5%). This compared with our 2001 
forecast ofapproximately 65,700 electors, a decrease of approximately 4.5%. The 
latest available official population projection data also suggested that, in 
population terms, Inverclyde Council area was the most rapidly declining area in 
Scotland. Accordingly, we wrote to the Council requesting details of the 
methodology used to prepare the overall forecast and the reasons for anticipated 
changes at ward level. 

24. Following the 	Council's response to our request for additional information 
regarding the Council's overall forecast of electorate at 2001 and the changes 
expected at ward level, officers of the Commission met with Council officials to 
discuss the need for a realistic forecast of electorate at 2001. The opportunity was 
also taken to make a number of site visits which provided a useful insight into the 
area in terms of its settlement patterns, geography, topography and 
communications links. Thereafter, the practicability of adjusting the Council's 
draft scheme to better reflect likely changes in the number of electors was further 
explored by our staff. 

25. One letter of representation was received as a result of the Council's consultation 
exercise. Councillor J Mitchell wrote on behalf of the Liberal members of the 
Council pointing out that Inverclyde had, overall, suffered a steady decline in 
population for a period of 20 years. The population of Greenock East had 
collapsed, Port Glasgow had suffered a small decline, whilst there had been a 
small increase in Gourock, Inverkip, Wemyss Bay and Kilmacolm. It was further 
suggested that the boundaries proposed by the Council, in all but a few wards, 
were based on projected electorates which were grossly inaccurate. An analysis of 
recent trends in electorate data was provided to support the overall contention that 
there was no likelihood that the Council's overall forecast increase was realisable 
by 2001 and, further, that the boundaries of Wards 6 - 19 should be revised to 
achieve a balance of electorate within a more realistic forecast for the whole 
Council area. 

26. The additional information provid~ by the Council in respect of the methodology 
used in forecasting electorate and calculating expected changes at ward level 
suggested that the Council's overall forecast of electorate at 2001 should, indeed, 
be revised downwards. Our officers, however, concluded that there should be a 
measure of agreement with the Council on the overall forecast of electorate before 
any further examination of the underlying ward structure. Council officials 
considered that our forecast of electorate at 2001 was unduly pessimistic and, 
although latest population projection data available from the General Register 
Office showed a significant decline, it was argued that the electorate of the 
Council area would, if anything, remain stable at between 68,000 and 69,000. In 
light of discussions with Council officials we agreed that a forecast 68,100 
electorate at 2001 was broadly acceptable. 
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27. Staff of the Commission then prepared a revised estimate of electors in each of the 
wards at 2001 based on infonnation provided by the Council and within the 
overall figure of 68,100. Council officials were consulted and were broadly 
content with the revision, except for Wards 1 and 20 where it was thought that the 
Council's original figures for these areas were realistic. This view was also 
supported in the representation made by Councillor Mitchell. Further, the earlier 
visit to the areas in question by officers of the Commission had also served to 
confinn that there was no apparent evidence ofa population decline in Ward 1 and 
that substantial new house building was taking place in Ward 20. Accordingly, 
further adjustments were made to the forecasts ofelectorate at ward level. 

28. As a final step in developing our provisional proposals, we then made adjustments 
to the boundaries proposed by the Council to achieve, where practicable, a better 
balance of electoral parity. However, we were unable to make changes to the 
boundary of Ward I which would achieve better electoral parity because of the 
settlement pattern, geography, and communications links with other parts of the 
Council area. 

Publication of Commission's Provisional Proposals 

29. Public notice was given 	of the publication of our provisional proposals on 18 
September 1997. Inverclyde Council was asked to make copies of the electoral 
ward boundary descriptions, electoral statistics and illustrative maps available for 
inspection at its offices. Additionally, copies ofour proposals were sent to all who 
had received our consultation letter or had expressed an interest. We asked that 
any comments should be made to us by 14 October 1997. 

Consideration of Representations 

30. Three letters were received: 

• 	 One representation indicated that our provisional proposals, like 
existing arrangements, included a residential property in Ward 1, which 
was more than 10 miles from the designated polling station. To reach 
this polling station, it was necessary to travel through the built-up area 
of the Council, passing a number of other polling stations en route. 
Indeed, the nearest polling place was approximately 1 mile from the 
property in question. Accordingly we consulted the Council and 
amended our proposals to transfer a large tract of the green belt from 
Ward I to Ward 11. The change had no impact on electoral parity. 

• 	 A second representation was concerned that an area in the Arran View 
estate, which is considered to be within Gourock, continued to be 
included in a ward with the Larkfield area of Greenock. It was 
suggested that the bulk of service provision, schools etc. and social 
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activities of the estate's residents lay in Gourock and that the choice of 
boundary may have been made on the basis of political expediency. 
We consulted the Council to obtain an indication of the number of 
electors involved in the area and determine whether a change of 
boundary, as suggested, was practicable. The data provided by the 
Council indicated that, if the boundary of Wards 14 and 18 was altered 
to accommodate the representation, divergence from electoral parity in 
these wards would increase from a balance of -3% in our provisional 
proposals to -18% (Ward 14) and 12% (Ward 18). For this reason we 
concluded that we could not accept the proposed change. 

• 	 The Council intimated that it had considered our provisional proposals 
and indicated that it preferred the boundaries set out in its earlier 
proposals. The Council concluded that, whilst the adjustments made 
between Wards 9, 10, 11 and 16 did address issues of parity, they did 
not significantly vary from proposals previously submitted by the 
Council and, further, had the effect of altering boundary lines which 
had been clearly established for some time and had been drawn by the 
Council with the purpose of easy identification. The Council also 
wished to re-establish the boundary it proposed between Wards 13 and 
15 which was considered a clear and natural boundary whereas our 
proposal was thought to be complicated, not to achieve parity and 
bound to confuse the issue in the minds of the electorate to the 
detriment of the democratic process. We considered at length all ofthe 
issues raised by the Council and concluded that the boundaries in these 
areas should remain as set out in our provisional proposals. 

Final Recommendation 

31. Having conducted the third statutory review of electoral arrangements for 
Inverclyde Council area in accordance with the procedures described above, we 
recommend that future electoral arrangements for the said Council should provide 
for a Council of20 members. 

32. The designation of the electoral wards that we recommend for Inverclyde Council, 
together with information as to the 1996 electorate and forecast 2001 electorate of 
the proposed wards are set out at Appendix B to this report. 

33. The boundaries of the proposed electoral wards are described in Appendix C and 
the following illustrative maps accompany this report: 

Map Area 	 Scale 

1 Inverclyde Council Area 1:50,000 
2 Gourock and Greenock 1:10,000 
3 Port Glasgow 	 1:10,000 
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Appendix A 

Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973: Schedule 6 
(As amended by the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994) 
Rules to be Observed in Considering Electoral Arrangements 

1. 	 (1) This Schedule applies to the consideration by the Secretary of State or the 
Boundary Commission of the electoral arrangements for election of 
councillors of local government areas. 

(2) Having regard to any change in the number· or distribution of electors of a 
local government area likely to take place within the period of five years 
immediately following the consideration, the number of local government 
electors shall be, as nearly as may be, the same in every electoral area of that 
local government area. 

(3) 	 Subject to sub-paragraph (2) above, in considering the electoral arrangements 
referred to in sub-paragraph (1) above regard shall be had to

(a) the desirability of fixing boundaries which are and will remain easily 
identifiable; 

(b) any local ties which would be broken by the fixing of any particular 
boundary. 

2. 	 The strict application of the rule stated in paragraph I (2) above may be 
departed from in any area where special geographical conditions appear to 
render a departure desirable. 
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AppendixB 

Inverclyde Council Area 
Proposed Electoral Wards 

Electorate 
Number Name 1996 2001 

(Actual) (Estimated) 
a b c d 

4,392 4,450 
2 3,648 3,551 
3 3,598 3,270 
4 3,498 3,249 

5 3,567 3,431 

6 3,286 3,481 
7 3,367 3,657 
8 3,066 3,375 
9 3,258 3,217 

10 3,331 3,261 

11 3,462 3,295 
12 3,282 3,345 
13 3,180 3,373 
14 3,447 3,292 
15 3,484 3,172 

16 3,425 3,218 
17 3,646 3,416 
18 3,658 3,311 
19 3,448 3,290 
20 2,658 3,446 

Total 68,701 68,100 
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Inverclyde Council Area 
Proposed Electoral Wards 
Descriptions of Boundaries 

Notes: 

In the following description ofboundaries: 

• 	 a reference to a road, footpath, 
railway line, river, burn or canal shall, 
where the context so admits, be 
construed as the centre line of the 
feature concerned; and 

• 	 the following abbreviations are used: 

EW for Electoral Ward 

NG Ref for National Grid 
Reference as published on 
Ordnance Survey Maps. 

Ward 1 

Commencing at NG RefNS 3708 7455 at the 
northeastern comer of Inverc1yde Council Area 
on the River Clyde; then generally 
southeastward and southwestward along the 
eastern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; 
then westward and northwestward along the 
southern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
to NG Ref NS 2502 6860; then northeastward 
along the line of an unnamed burn and 
continuing northeastward to the unnamed bum 
flowing northward to Gryfe Reservoir No.1; 
then generally northeastward along the said 
unnamed burn to the southern shore of the said 
reservoir; then northwestward along the 
southern and western shores to the northern 
shore of the said reservoir; then generally 
eastward along the northern boundary of the 
said reservoir to the confluence with the 
unnamed burn at NG RefNS 2865 7192; then 
generally northeastward and northwestward 
along the line of the said unnamed burn to the 
line of a field boundary at NG Ref NS 2876 
7244; then generally northeastward along the 
line of the said field boundaries to a point on 
the track leading to Leven Road at NG Ref NS 
2881 7302; then generally northward along the 
said track to NG Ref NS 2878 7425; then 
westward and northward along the line of field 
boundaries to NG Ref NS 2827 7441; then 
running in a straight line eastward to NG Ref 
NS 2886 7438; then running southeast to NG 
Ref 2894 7425; then running southeastward to 
NG RefNS 2897 7422; then turning and 
running generally northeastward to 
NG RefNS 2935 7427; then running eastward 

AppendixC 

to NG RefNS 2970 7427; then turning and 
running northwards to a point on the south side 
of Auchmountain Road at NG Ref 
NS 2970 7432; then northwestward to 
NG Ref2968 7434; then turning and following 
the centre line of Auchmountain Road to 
NG RefNS 3070 7396; then turning and 
running generally northeastward in a straight 
line to a point at Wallace's Loop at NG Ref 
3091 7400; then generally southward along the 
Devol Bum to and generally southward along 
the eastern shore of Knocknairshill Reservoir 
to NG RefNS 3082 7316; then due east to and 
generally southward and eastward along the 
western and southern shore of Harelaw 
Reservoir to a point opposite a field boundary 
at NG Ref NS 3111 7314; then southward to 
and generally eastward and then southeastward 
along the said field boundaries to Devol Road 
at NG Ref NS 3201 7222; then northeastward 
along the said road to a field boundary at NG 
Ref NS 3219 7259; then northeastward along 
the said field boundary to NG Ref NS 3304 
7330; then southeastward by field boundaries 
to and generally southward along Montrose 
A venue and Crosshill Road to a field boundary 
at NG Ref NS 3352 7243; then northeastward 
along the said field boundary, crossing 
Auchenbothie Road, and continuing 
northeastward along the southern curtilages of 
properties in Slaemuir to the southern 
boundary of Slaemuir Primary School; then 
generally northeastward along the said 
boundary and the southern boundary of Port 
Glasgow High School to the A 761 (Kilmacolm 
Road); then generally northeastward by a field 
boundary to and generally northeastward along 
the southeastern curtilages of properties in Park 
Farm to NG RefNS 3500 7308; then eastward, 
northwestward, southeastward and generally 
northward, southeastward and northeastward 
by field boundaries, passing to the north of 
Midhill Plantation, to a track at NG Ref NS 
3564 7340; then northward along the said 
track to and southeastward along Old Greenock 
Road to NG RefNS 3573 7345; then eastward 
in a straight line to and northwestward by field 
boundaries and a drain, crossing the A8 (T) 
Road, the Glasgow to Gourock Railway and 
Parklea Playing fields to the southern shore of 
the River Clyde; then due north in a straight 
line to the northern boundary of Inverclyde 
Council Area and fmally running 
northeastward and then southeastward along 
the northern boundary of the said Area to the 
point ofcommencement 
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Ward 2 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 3538 7452 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
and then running generally southward and 
southwestward along the boundary of EWI to 
the A 761 (Kilmacolm Road) at NG Ref 3440 
7270; then northwestward along the said road 
to a point in line with the southern boundary of 
Saint Stephen's RC High School; then 
eastward to and eastward, northeastward, 
northwestward and northward along the 
southern, eastern and northern boundaries of 
the said school to Southfield Avenue; then 
northeastward along the said avenue to and 
generally northwestward and southward along 
Northfield Avenue to and southwestward along 
the unnamed road leading to the A761 Road at 
Boglestone Roundabout; then northwestward 
on the roundabout for a short distance to 
KiImacolm Road; then northwestwards along 
the said road to its junction with High Carnegie 
Road; then generally eastward along High 
Carnegie Road to its junction with Heggies 
Avenue; then northeastward along the said 
avenue to its junction with Glasgow Road; 
then southeastward along the said road to NG 
RefNS 3431 7403; then due north in a straight 
line to the northern boundary of Inverclyde 
Council Area; then generally eastward along 
the said Area boundary to the point of 
commencement 

Ward 3 

Commencing at the junction of the northern 
boundary of EWI and the western boundary of 
EW2 on the A761 (Kilmacolm Road) at NG 
Ref NS 3440 7270; then generally 
southwestward and northwestward along the 
northern boundary of EWI to NG Ref NS 
3324 7305; then northeastward to and along 
Montrose Avenue to its junction with Dubbs 
Road; then generally northeastward along 
Dubbs Road to and across Boglestone 
Roundabout to the southwestern boundary of 
EW2; then generally northeast, north, east, 
southwest, south, southeastward, south, 
southwestward and finally southeast along the 
western boundary of EW2 to the point of 
commencement 

Ward 4 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 3430 7433 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
and then running generally southwestward 
along the western boundary of EW2, until it 
reaches EW3 at Boglestone roundabout; then 

running generally southwestward along the 
northwest boundary of EW3 to NG Ref NS 
3324 7305; then running generally 
southwestward along the northwest boundary 
of EWI to NG Ref NS 3219 7259; then 
running generally northeastward along the said 
road and along Barr's Brae to NG RefNS 3241 
7380; then crossing over open ground, 
following a path, in a northeastward direction 
to NG Ref 3252 7395; then generally 
southeastward along the pathway formed on 
the line of the former Greenock to Kilmacolm 
Railway Line to NG RefNS 3308 7373; then 
generally northward along the said pathway to 
Ardmore Road; then northwestward along the 
said road to the unnamed bum at NG Ref NS 
32807396; then northward along the said bum 
to and then northwestward along Clune Brae 
(A761 Road) to and across the A8 (T) Road to 
Castle Road; then eastward along Castle Road 
to and northward along the access road to 
Newark Castle to its northmost point and in 
prolongation in a straight line to the northern 
boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; then 
generally northeastward and eastward along the 
said Inverclyde Council Area to the western 
boundary of EW2 at the point of 
commencement 

WardS 

Commencing at NG RefNS 32887450 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
and then running in a south, southwest, 
northwestward and southwest direction along 
the western boundary of EW4 until it reaches 
NG Ref NS 3219 7259; then continuing 
southwestward and northwest. along the 
northern boundary of EWI to the place known 
as Wallace's Loop on the Devol Burn at NG 
Ref NS 3091 7400; then eastward and 
northward along Devol Glen and thereafter 
eastward along Devol Burn; then westward to 
and then generally southwestward and 
northwestward along the southern curtilages of 
Nos 1021104 to Nos 22124 Mackie Avenue to 
the eastern curtilage of No 34 Poplar Street; 
then northward along the eastern curtilages of 
34 and 35 Poplar Street, No 12 East Street, No 
18 Mitchell Street, the property known as 
Braemar, Mitchell Street, Nos 54, 56 and 63 
Shankland Road and continuing in a straight 
line, crossing the railway, to Boundary Street; 
then continuing northward along Boundary 
Street and its prolongation in a straight line 
crossing the A8 (1) Road to the northern 
boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; then 
generally eastward along the said Council Area 
boundary to the point of commencement. 

i.'.•.·."i 

m 
" 
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Ward 6 

Commencing at NG RefNS 3101 7480 on the 
Glasgow-Greenock and Port Glasgow
Wemyss Bay railway lines and running 
generally southwestward, then southeast, 
southwestward and south along the boundary 
of EW 5 to NG Ref NS 3091 7400; then 
turning and running generally westward along 
the northern boundary of EWI to NG Ref NS 
28297441; then turning and running generally 
northward along the course of an unnamed 
burn to NG Ref NS 2835 7453 to the 
footbridge which crosses the unnamed burn 
which joins the Carts Burn in Auchmountain 
Glen; then generally northeastward along the 
path running through Auchmountain Glen to 
Kilrnacolm Road at NG Ref NS 2880 7475; 
then northwestward along the said road to the 
point where it is crossed by the disused 
Glasgow - Greenock (Princes Pier) railway 
line; then eastward along the railway line until 
it reaches Bawhirley Road; then northeast 
along Bawhirley Road to its junction with 
Finneston Street; then southeast along the path 
leading from Finneston Street between the 
properties 65a and 67 Bawhirley Road to a 
point level with the southeast boundary of 67 
Bawhirley Road; then southwest along the 
southeast boundaries of Nos 67-79 Bawhirley 
Road; then southwest in a straight line to the 
Port Glasgow-Wemyss Bay railway line; then 
generally eastward along the said railway line 
to the point of commencement. 

Ward 7 

Commencing at NG RefNS 3170 7668 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
and EW 5; then generally southwestward 
along the boundary of EW 5 to the northern 
boundary of EW 6; then proceeding in a 
generally westward direction along the 
northern boundary of EW 6 to NG Ref NS 
2860 7528 where the disused Glasgow -
Greenock (Princes Pier) railway line crosses 
Kilmacolm Road; then proceeding 
northeastward along Kilmacolm Road to its 
junction with Ingleston Street; then 
southeastward along the said street; thereafter 
proceeding generally northeastward along 
Belville Street to its junction with St Lawrence 

. Street and Carwood Street; then generally 
eastward along Carwood Street to its junction 
with Ratho Street; then generally 
northeastward along Ratho Street across the A8 
(T) road (East Hamilton Street) to the southern 
boundary of James Watt Dock; then 
northwestward and northeastward along the 

southern and western boundary of the said 
Dock to its northmost corner; then 
northeastward in a straight line to the northern 
boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; then 
generally southeastward to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 8 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2943 7750 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area 
on the River Clyde then running generally 
southward and southwestward along the 
western boundary of EW 7 to EW 6; then 
generally southeastward and then 
southwestward along the western boundary of 
EW6 to NG Ref NS 2833 7455; then generally 
running westward following the line of 
Aqueduct to NG Ref NS 2823 7457; then 
northwestward in a straight line to NG Ref 
2822 7467; then generally northeastward in a 
straight line to NG Ref NS 2830 7476; then 
generally northwest to NG RefNS 2826 7488; 
then generally northwest to NG Ref NS 2818 
7491; then generally in a northwestward 
direction to NG Ref NS 2815 7498; then 
generally northeast in a straight line to NG Ref 
NS 2821 7507; then running northward along 
the east side of Wellington Park and west side 
of the curtilage of 9 Kilmun Road following 
the prolongation of that line crossing the Port 
Glasgow-Wemyss Bay railway line to the 
disused Glasgow-Greenock (Princes Pier) 
disused railway line at NG RefNS 2819 7532; 
then northwestward following the line of that 
disused railway line until it reaches Mearns 
Street; then turning running northeastward 
along Mearns Street and its prolongation to 
Shaw Place; then turning and running eastward 
along Shaw Place to its junction with Bank 
Street; then running northeast along Bank 
Street across Cathcart Square and then 
northeast along William Street to its junction 
with the A8 (n (Dalrymple Street); then 
turning running southeastward along 
Dalrymple Street to its junction with Brymner 
Street; and finally running generally northward 
along Brymner Street across Custom House 
Quay in a straight line to the northern boundary 
of Inverclyde Council Area; and then generally 
southeastward along the said northern 
boundary to the point of commencement 

Ward 9 

Commencing at NG RefNS 28087619 on the 
western boundary of EW8 then running 
generally southwestward, following the 
boundary of EW8, to the point where Mearns 
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Street crosses the disused Glasgow to 
Greenock (Princes Pier) railway line; then 
turning and running a short distance 
northwestward to the mouth of a railway tunnel 
on the said line; then turning and running 
southward to Nile Street; then turning and 
running northwestward along Nile Street to its 
junction with Ann Street; then turning and 
running southwestward along Ann Street to its 
junction with Prospecthill Street; then turning 
and running northwestward along Prospecthill 
Street to its junction with Mount Pleasant 
Street; then northeastward along the said street 
to Dempster Street; then northwestward along 
the said street to Murdieston Street; then 
turning and running northeastward along 
Murdieston Street to and over Dempster Street 
and then continuing along Murdieston Street 
northwestward to its junction with Brachelston 
Street; then turning and running northeastward 
along Brachelston Street to Orangefield Lane; 
then northward along the said lane to Inverkip 
Road; then generally northeastward along 
Inverkip Road to the junction with Newton 
Street; then northwestward along the said street 
to the junction with Nelson Street; then 
northeastward along the said street to the 
junction with Nicolson Street; then 
northeastward along Nicolson Street to West 
Shaw Street; then southeastward along the said 
street to Inverkip Street; then northeastward 
along the said street to the roundabout at the 
junction of Inverkip Street, Kilblain Street, Sir 
Michael Street and High Street; then generally 
eastward along High Street to the roundabout 
at the junction ofHigh Street, Dalrymple Street 
(A770/A8 (1)) and Container Way and fmally 
running southeast along Dalrymple Street 
(A8(T» to the point of commencement 

Ward 10 

Commencing at NG RefNS 29127762 on the 
River Clyde on the northern boundary of 
Inverclyde Council area; then southwestward 
and northwestward along the western boundary 
of EW8 until the northern boundary of EW9 is 
reached; then running generally 
northwestward and southwestward along the 
northwest boundary of EW9 and continuing 
along Inverkip Road to its junction with 
Rankin Street; then turning and running a short 
distance west along Rankin Street to its 
junction with Bow Road; then northward to 
and running westward along the southern 
boundary of Greenock Cemetery; then turning 
and running northward along the western 
boundary of the said Cemetery; then turning 
and running southeast along the northeastern 

boundary of the said Cemetery to the eastern 
side of the access road to the Crematorium 
within the said Cemetery at its eastern 
boundary; then northward along the said 
boundary to the northeastern comer of the said 
Cemetery at Robertson Street; then 
northeastward along Robertson Street to 
Finnart Street; then northwestward along 
Finnart Street to Campbell Street; then 
northeastward along Campbell Street to the 
junction with Brougham Street; then 
northwestward along the said street to Forsyth 
Street; then northeastward along the said street 
to the Esplanade; then southeastward along the 
Esplanade to Campbell Street; then continuing 
northeastward in a straight line to the northern 
boundary of Inverclyde Council Area and 
finally running southeast along the said 
northern boundary to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 11 

Commencing at NG RefNS 28207533 on the 
disused Glasgow to Greenock (Princes Pier) 
Railway Line and then running generally 
southeastward along the western and southern 
boundaries of EW8 until it reaches the western 
boundary of EW6; then generally 
southwestward along the said EW boundary to 
the northern boundary of EW1; then generally 
southward, eastward southward and westward 
along the northern boundary of EWI to the 
western shore of Gryfe Reservoir Nol; then 
northwestward in a straight line to the eastern 
shore of Loch Thom; then generally northward 
along the eastern bank of the said Loch to NG 
Ref NS 2651 7283 where an unnamed burn 
flows from Loch Thom; then northwestward in 
a straight line to NG Ref NS 2635 7384 at the 
southern margin ofNew Yetts Reservoir No. 7; 
then generally northward along the southern, 
western and northwestern perimeter of the said 
Reservoir to and northwestward along the 
unnamed burn leading to Reservoir No. 6 and 
continuing around the western perimeter of 
Reservoir No. 6 to the unnamed bum flowing 
northward to the Aqueduct; then northward 
along the said burn to and westward along the 
said Aqueduct to the Main Aqueduct; then 
following the said Main Aqueduct westward 
until it crosses the Hole Burn; then generally 
northward along the said Hole Bum to Dunlop 
Street; then northward along Dunlop Street to 
its junction with Inverkip Road; then 
northwestward along Inverkip Road to its 
junction with Old Inverkip Road; then 
northeast along Old Inverkip Road to its 
junction with the steps and path to Wallace 
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Street; then southeast and east along the steps 
and path to and across Wallace Street; 
thereafter northeastward along the unnamed 
road to the western curtilage of 
Cowdenknowes Reservoir; then northeastward 
and eastward along the western and northern 
curtilages of Cowdenknowes Reservoir and 
continuing in that direction in a straight line to 
the centre of Murdieston Street on the western 
boundary of EW9; then southward and 
eastward along the western and southern 
boundaries of EW9 and thereafter in the same 
direction along the western and southern 
boundaries of EW8 to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 12 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2704 7613 
adjacent to the main entrance to Greenock 
Cemetery at Inverkip Road and South Street 
and then running generally southward along 
the western boundary of EW9; then turning at 
Murdieston Street where the west boundary of 
EW9 meets the north boundary of EWII and 
running generally westward on the north 
boundary of EWIl; then turning and running 
southward on the west boundary ofEW11 until 
it reaches the Main Aqueduct; then turning 
and running generally westward along the 
Main Aqueduct to where it crosses an unnamed 
bum at NG Ref NS 2505 7492; then 
northward along the said bum to and along the 
western boundary of Ravenscraig Hospital to 
Branchton Road; then generally northeastward 
along the said road to the A 78 Road (lnverkip 
Road); then generally eastward along the said 
road to its junction with Old Inverkip Road; 
then northeastward along Old Inverkip Road to 
Auchneagh Road; then northwestward along 
Auchneagh Road to Curlew Crescent; then 
northeastward along Curlew Crescent and then 
Bow Road to the field boundary west of St 
Joseph's RC Church; then generally northward 
along field boundaries to the southwest 
boundary of EWI 0 at NO Ref NS 2587 7648; 
then generally southeastward along the 
southeast boundary of EWIO to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 13 

Commencing at NO Ref NS 2588 7668 on the 
western boundary of EWIO; then generally 
southward along the said boundary to the 
northern boundary of EWI2; then following 
the north.!ml boundary of EW12 to 
NO RefNS 2509 7555 at a point in line with 
the eastern curtilage of the most eastern 

property on the south side of Oleninver Road; 
then northward to and along the said curtilage 
to Oleninver Road; then northwestward along 
the said road to the junction with Neil Street; 
then northeastward along the said street to 
NG RefNS 2498 7567; then generally 
northward along the house curtilages to Fancy 
Farm Road; then northeastward along the said 
road to Cawdor Crescent; then generally 
northward along the said Crescent to the track 
leading northward from the north of Cawdor 
Crescent; then northward along the said track 
to the path leading to Larkfield Road; then 
northwestward and southwestward along the 
said path to Larkfield Road; then 
northwestward along Larkfield Road and 
Hilltop Road to NO Ref NS 2459 7634; then 
northeastward along boundaries to NG Ref NS 
2480 7640; thereafter southwest, southeast and 
northwest along the western, southern and 
eastern shores of Coves Reservoir to NO Ref 
NS 2506 7646; thereafter northeastward along 
a field boundary to NO Ref NS 2527 7655 on 
the western side of Mallard. Crescent; then 
generally northeastward along the western side 
of Mallard Crescent to the road leading to 
Partridge Road; then northeastward in a 
straight line to Lyle Road; then generally 
southeast and north along Lyle Road to the 
point in line with the northern curtilage of No. 
158 Lyle Road; then northeast along the said 
curtilage; then generally south along the rear 
curtilages of Nos 158 to 112 Lyle Road; then 
generally east along a straight line to the point 
ofcommencement. 

Ward 14 

Commencing at NO Ref NS 2460 7635 and 
running generally southeastward, along 
Larkfield Road to a point opposite the 
southeast boundary of Inverclyde Royal 
Hospital; then generally westward and 
northwestward along the south boundary of the 
Hospital to the south boundary of St Andrew's 
RC Primary School; then southwestward along 
the said south boundary to Westmorland Road; 
then southeast along Westmorland Road to the 
unnamed road between Westmorland Road and 
Cumberland Road at NO Ref NS 2442 756S; 
then southwest along the unnamed road to and 
across Cumberland Road to the northwest 
corner of Ravenscraig Stadium; then 
southwest along the west boundary of 
Ravenscraig Stadium and continuing on that 
line to Auchmead Road; then northwest along 
Auchmead Road to NO RefNS 2417 7547; 
then due west in straight line 10 the field 
boundary 10 the west of Burns Road at NG Ref 
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NS 2377 7547; then generally northwestward 
along the said field boundary to the rear 
curtilage of No 29 Berwick Road; then 
generally west along the rear curtilages of Nos 
29 to 107 Berwick Road to NG Ref NS 2331 
7563; then northwestward along the line of a 
field boundary to NG RefNS 2305 7573 on an 
unnamed path leading from a Reservoir 
(covered); then northeastward along the said 
path to NG Ref NS 2308 7575; then 
northwestward in a straight line to NG Ref NS 
2298 7582; then northwestward in a straight 
line to NG Ref NS 2293 7588; then 
northeastward to NG Ref NS 2303 7605; then 
northeastward to NG Ref NS 2311 7609; then 
northeastward to NG RefNS 23187611; then 
northeastward in a straight line to NG Ref NS 
2329 7629; then in a line northeastward to NG 
Ref NS 2341 7634; then in a line northeast to 
NG Ref NS 2370 7635; then in a line 
southeastward to a point south of South Lodge 
on Larkfield Road at NG Ref NS 2414 7627; 
then generally southwest along Larkfield Road 
to a point in line with the southern boundary of 
the parcel of land adjoining Larkfield 
Cemetery; then generally northeastward along 
the line of the southern boundary of the said 
parcel of land to and along the southern 
boundary of the said Cemetery; then 
northeastward along the eastern perimeter of 
the said Cemetery; then southeastward to and 
along the eastern boundary of 6 Dartmouth 
Avenue until it meets the north boundary of 4 
Dartmouth Avenue; then east along the north 
boundaries of 4 Dartmouth Avenue, 4, 6 and 7 
Exmouth Place, 5, 7, 9 and 12 Barmouth 
A venue and the prolongation of that line to the 
point ofcommencement. 

Ward 15 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2487 7574 on 
Larkfield Road at the point opposite the 
southern boundary of Inverclyde Royal 
Hospital; then generally northwestward, 
northeastward and southward along the western 
boundary of EW13 to the junction of the A 78 
(Inverkip Road); then westward along the said 
A 78 to the junction ofthe A 78 (lnverkip Road) 
and Branchton Road; then southward along the 
western boundary of EW12 to NG Ref NS 
2505 7492 on the Main Aqueduct; then 
generally westward and southwestward along 
the Main Aqueduct to the mmamed bum 
flowing northward through Hole of Spango; 
then generally northwest along the said 
unnamed bum to the Greenock to Inverkip 
Railway; then generally southwest along the 
said railway to the field boundary at NG Ref 
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NS 2279 7364; then generally northwestward 
along a field boundary to Inverkip Road; then 
generally northeast along Inverkip Road to its 
crossing of the unnamed bum entering Spango 
Bum at the IBM Electronics Factory; then 
generally north along the said mmamed bum to 
Flatterton Road; then east northeast along 
Flatterton Road to NG Ref NS 2301 7468 on 
the track leading northeastward, west of 
Drumillan Hill; then northeastward along the 
said track to the field boundary north of the 
said Drumillan Hill; then southwestward along 
the said field boundary to the mmamed bum 
flowing south, west of Eamhill; then generally 
north along the said unnamed bum to its source 
at NG Ref NS 2291 7543; then generally 
northeastward in a straight line to a point in 
line with Eamhill Road on the southern 
boundary of EWI4; then generally 
southeastward and northeastward along the 
southern boundary of EW14 to the point of 
commencement (on Larkfield Road). 

Ward 16 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2829 7795 on the 
River Clyde at the north boundary of 
Inverclyde Council area and rmming generally 
southwest along the northwest boundary of 
EWIO; then turning and running northwest 
along the northern boundary of EWIO until it 
reaches the northern boundary of EW13; then 
generally northwest and southeastward along 
the northern boundary of EW13 to Lyle Road; 
then generally northeast along Lyle Road to the 
western curtilage of Lyle Park; then north and 
northeast along the west and north curtilages of 
the said Lyle Park to the east curtilage of the 
Sir Gabriel Wood's Mariners' Home; then 
north along the eastern curtilage of the said 
Mariners' Home to Newark Street; then 
southeast along Newark Street to Madeira 
Street; then northeast along Madeira Street and 
its prolongation in a straight line to the north 
boundary of Inverclyde Council area and then 
southeast along the north boundary of 
Inverclyde Council area to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 17 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2720 7838 on the 
River Clyde on the northern boundary of 
Inverclyde Council area and then proceeding 
generally southwest along the western 
boundary of EW16 to the northern boundary of 
EW13; then generally southwestward along the 
said EW boundary to a point in line with the 
path on the south boundary of St Columba's 
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RC High School; then generally westward to 
and along the said path to Reservoir Road; 
then northwestward along Reservoir Road to its 
junction with Garvie Avenue; then 
southwestward along Garvie A venue to 
Larkfield Road; then generally north along 
Larkfield Road and Chapel Street to NG Ref 
NS 2459 7728; then due north in a straight line 
to NG Ref NS 2467 7748 on the northern 
boundary of Inverc1yde Council Area; then 
generally northeast along the northwest 
boundary and then southeast along the northern 
boundary of Inverc1yde Council Area to the 
point of commencement. 

Ward 18 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2467 7748 at the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council area 
where it meets the western boundary of EWI7; 
then generally southward along the said 
western boundary; then eastward along the 
south boundary of EWl7 to the southeast 
comer of St Columba's RC High School; then 
south along the west boundary of EW13; then 
generally eastward along the northwestward 
boundary of EWl3 to Hilltop Road; then 
continuing generally east along the north 
boundary of EWl4 to a path leading to a 
footbridge over an unnamed bum leading in to 
Gourock Burn; then north along that path and 
over that footbridge to Gourock Bum; then 
generally northwestward along the said path 
until it meets Kim Drive; thereafter generally 
west along Kim Drive to its junction with 
Divert Road; then east along Divert Road to its 
junction with Tower Drive; then north along 
Tower Drive to its junction with Barrhill Road; 
then northeastward along Barrhill Road to its 
junction with St John's Road; then 
southeastward firstly along St John's Road and, 
continuing in the same direction, thereafter on 
Royal Street to its junction with John Street; 
then northeast along John Street and its 
prolongation to the northern boundary of 
Inverclyde Council Area and fmally 
southeastward along the northern boundary of 
the Council Area to the point of 
commencement. 

Ward 19 

Commencing at NG Ref NS 2440 7774 on the 
northern boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; 
then proceeding generally southwestward and 
southeastward along the west boundary of 
EW18 until it meets the north boundary of 
EWI4; then turning and running generally 
southwestward and southeastward along the 
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said northern and western boundaries of EWl4 
until it meets the west boundary of EW15; 
then generally south along the west boundary 
of EWl5 until it reaches the A78 (Inverkip 
Road); then generally southwest along the said 
A 78 to its junction with the A 770; then 
northwest along the said A 770 to a point level 
with the south boundary of the property known 
as and forming North Lodge; thereafter west 
along the south boundary of North Lodge; 
thereafter continuing west along a field 
boundary and path leading from North Lodge 
to the shore and continuing in a straight line to 
the west boundary of Inverclyde Council Area; 
then northward along the west boundary and 
finally southwestward along the north 
boundary of Inverc1yde Council Area to the 
point of commencement. 

Ward 20 

Commencing at NG RefNS 22617485 on the 
A 78 (Inverkip Road) where it is crossed by the 
northwest boundary ofEWlS; then proceeding 
generally southeast, northwest, southeast and 
northeast along the southern boundary of 
EWl5 until it meets the western boundary of 
EWI2; then generally eastward along the 
southern boundary of EWI2; then southeast 
along the western boundary of EWII until it 
meets the northern boundary of EWI; then 
generally south along the west boundary of 
EWI to the south boundary of Inverclyde 
Council Area; then generally eastward along 
the south boundary of Inverclyde Council 
Area; then generally northward along the west 
boundary of Inverclyde Council Area until the 
south boundary of EW19 is reached; and 
fmally east along the south boundary ofEW19 
to the point of commencement. 
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