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COST SUMMARY FOR ANNUAL UK BOUNDARY COMMISSIONS MEETING,  
NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The overall total will be finalised once pending claims have been submitted.   
 
Costs tend to be higher as hosts because of a higher level of attendance from 
Commissioners and Secretariat than would be the case when the meeting is 
elsewhere although this is offset by higher travel and subsistence costs when the 
meeting is in London, Cardiff or Belfast.   
 
It did not prove possible to find suitable accommodation offering dinner, 
accommodation and meeting room provision which would probably have been more 
cost effective than use of 2 hotels.   

                                            
1 Claim not yet received – expected to be approximately £150 
2 this figure is not finalised pending receipt of final commissioner claim 
3 this figure is not finalised pending receipt of final commissioner claim 

SHARED COSTS 
Item Participants Cost per person Total 
Tour of Edinburgh 
Castle 

11 £0 £0 

Dinner including 
room hire 

29 £62.40 £1810 

Meeting including 
room hire, lunch 
and coffees  

25 (including guest 
speaker) 

£56 £1400 

Travel expenses 
guest speaker 

1 Tbc1  Tbc  

 Total cost £3210 
LGBCS share £1605 

LGBCS-ONLY COSTS 
Commissioner 
accommodation 

1 £99 £99 

Commissioner 
fees 

3 (2 claims 
received to date) 

tbc £967.752 

Commissioner t&s 2  £75.503 
Secretariat t&s 
(50%) 

1 £10.59 £10.59 

 LGBCS - only £1053.84 

TOTAL £2658.80 
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VIEWS FROM LGBCE ON FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS 

 
Email from Chair of LGBCE, Colin Mellors to Ronnie Hinds, 6 November 2018 

 
Dear Ronnie 
 
First, and most important, thanks again to you and Isabel’s team for organising such 
a successful meeting on Thursday and Friday. It was excellent. 
 
At the end of the meeting, the issue of future meetings was raised and you invited 
views from the various Commissions.  Here are the views of LGBCE. 
 
We do, of course, understand the concerns expressed by Tony, both the issue of 
cost and the value of such meetings for parliamentary commissions during their 
‘fallow’ periods. However, we feel that it is important to distinguish these two matters 
and our own view is that there is considerable merit in such occasions and that it 
would be difficult to regain momentum once lost. Accordingly, we would wish them to 
continue. 
 
We feel that the prime purpose of such meetings is to share ideas, intelligence, and 
concerns, both across equivalent Commissions and between those focusing 
parliamentary and local government boundaries. Today’s meeting provided several 
examples of helpful ‘read across’ which it would be sad to lose. 
 
We feel that it is unduly restrictive to view the value of such meetings in a simple 
‘transactional’ manner, ie specific outputs that can be applied to current 
activity.  Rather, they help shape and stimulate our broader understanding about 
matters of common concern.  Certainly, on every occasion that I have attended, I 
have taken away some thoughts that have informed how we approach reviews .....as 
well as a handful of more ‘transactional’ bi-lateral actions. 
 
I light-heartedly referred to ‘structured gossip’ (others might describe it as 
intelligence sharing) but, however it is termed, I would not underestimate its value.  I 
reckon that there is a positive RoI from such meetings 
 
Whilst recognising the point about ‘fallow periods’ for parliamentary commissions, I 
fear that gearing frequency solely to these needs is to overlook the fact that three of 
the local government commissions have more continuing business patterns and, in 
some ways, may well become busier going forward.  One suggestion might be for 
the local government commissions (who have on-going work programmes) to get 
together each year and to be joined by the parliamentary ones when the latter are ‘in 
session’. 
 
The point that was raised about the large number of new 
commissioners/chair/CExec in next few months is not unimportant. 
 
A simple, and pragmatic, solution would be for each Commission to fund its own 
participation including the dinner. This would have the advantage of: avoiding the 
lumpiness of expenditure when it is anyone’s turn to ‘host’, mean that each 
Commission decides how many attend and picks up the appropriate bill, allows 
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parliamentary commissions to have minimal participation in fallow years.  The act of 
hosting is essentially to organise location and local (political) input.  (The one this 
year was excellent)  
 
I think that references to ‘Daily Mail tests’ are slightly disingenuous.  Sharing thinking 
about how we approach reviews feels pretty core business to me and I would be 
amazed if we could not defend this very robustly.  Also, as with this year and last 
year in Cardiff, it helps with the collective positioning of boundary work with 
ministers.....pretty important I think. 
 
At the same time, we might get even more value by a bit of agenda tweaking, eg, we 
could easily do circulated updates with our discussions focused around one or two 
themes each year.  Similarly, we would be happy to look at the precise time in the 
year that would be most appropriate to get together,  
 
Finally, and more specifically, it would help Tony, we would be happy to work with 
him to organise the next meeting jointly. 
 
I hope that these thoughts are helpful.  It might be sensible, once you have collected 
the various thoughts to organise a short telecon so that we can decide how to move 
forward. 
 
Best wishes 
Colin 
 
 
--  
Professor Colin Mellors 
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